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CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 0272 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SF, US, UNSC, AO 

SUB J : SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON ANGOLA 

1 . THIS AFTERNOON (MARCH 15) FOREIGN MINISTER MULLER 
CALLED THE BELGIAN AMBASSADOR (IN REPRESENTATION OF EC-9) 

AND ME TO HIS OFFICE FOR SEPARATE MEETINGS TO DISCUSS 
SECURITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION OF THE ANGOLAN QUESTION. 

HE LED OFF BY SAYING THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN MISSION IN 
NEW YORK HAD REPORTED THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE ANGOLAN 
ITEM MIGHT COME UP FOR DISCUSSION AS EARLY AS WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 17. HE COMMENTED THAT THIS WOULD BE MOST UNFORTUNATE 
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SINCE IT COULD UNDO CURRENT EFFORTS THROUGH AFRICAN 
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STATES TO WORK OUT AN UNDERSTANDING WITH MPLA REGARDING 
TRAFNSFER OF PROTECTION OF THE CUNENE-CALUEQUE WORKS. 

2. MULLER REAFFIRMED SOUTH AFRICA'S DESIRE TO PULL 
ITS FORCES BEHIND THE BORDER AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE. 

HE REFERRED TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT OVER THE WEEKEND OF THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS FROM THE REFUGEE 
CAMPS (CAPE TOWN 0268). HE ALSO NOTED THE VORSTER 
INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN THE LONDON SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 
ON MARCH 14 EXPRESSING THE DESIRE TO REMOVE ALL TROOPS 
FROM ANGOLAN SOIL AS SOON AS ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE MADE 
FOR SECURITY OF THE WORK FORCE. I GATHER THESE WERE 
CALUCLATED MOVES TO REASSURE THE MPLA AND BLACK AFRICANS 
THAT THE SAG IS SINCERE IN WANTING TO GET OUT. 

3. MULLER SAID THAT CURRENT EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH CONTACT 
WITH THE MPLA THROUGH AFRICAN STATES HAVE NOT YET 
SUCCEEDED. HE ATTRIBUTED THIS NOT TO LACK OF WILL ON 
PART OF THE SAG OR THE MPLA BUT TO THE SLOWNESS OF 
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN AFRICAN STATES. HE WAS HOPEFUL 
THAT BY NEXT WEEK OR TWO THE NECESSARY LINK COULD BE 
ESTABLISHED. 

4. HE ASKED THAT I RELAY TO THE DEPARTMENT THE SAG'S 
STRONG HOPE THAT THE US AND THE EC-9 WILL USE THEIR 
INFLUENCE WITH THE OAU COUNTIRES TO OBTAIN A DELAY 
IN THE SEUCIRTY COUNCIL DEBATE AT LEAST UNTIL THE 
WEEK OF MARCH 22 AND PREFERABLY THE WEEK OF MARCH 29. 

I ASKED HIM WHETHER SOUTH AFRICA HAD ASKED THE BLACK 
AFRICAN STATES TRYING TO MAKE THE CONNECTION WITH THE 
MPLA TO USE THERI GOOD OFFICES WITH THEIR OAU COLLEAGUES 
TO THIS SAME END. HE REPLIED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. 

5. IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
WAS OPERATING ON THE BASIS OF A SPECIFIC TARGET DATE FOR 
REACHING AGREEMENT WITH THE MPLA OR SIMPLY PLAYING FOR 
TIME, I ASKED MULLER WHETHER SOME COMMUNICATIONS HAD 
BEEN ESTABLISHED WITH MPLA GIVING RISE TO THE EXPECTATION 
THAT SOMETHING COULD BE WORKED OUT IN THE NEXT WEEK OR 
SO. HE DID NOT GIVE A DIRECT RESPONSE, SAYING THAT WHAT 
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SOUTH AFRICA NEEDS IS TIME AND RRPEATING THE REQUEST FOR 
POSTPONEMENT UNTIL AT LEAST MARCH 22 IF NOT MARCH 29. 

6. COMMENT: I AM NOT ABLE TO IUDGE WHETHER OR NOT 
MULLER'S REQUEST IS GENUINE OR A PLOY TO TRY TO GAIN 
POSTPONEMENT OF THE DEBATE UNTIL APRIL. I AM INCLINED 

TO BELIEVE THAT HE AND VORSTER ARE SINCERE WHEN THEY SAY 
THAT THEY WANT TO GET OUT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE BUT 
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NEED SOME KIND OF AN ASSURANCE ON RUACANA-CALUEQUE. 

THIS ASSURANCE IS PROBABLY AS IMPORTANT TO KEEP THE 
ITALIAN CONTRACTOR AND PORTUGUESE WORKMEN ON THE JOB 
AS IT IS TO PROTECT VORSTER'S FLANKS FROM CRITICISM 
AT HOME. UNLESS THERE IS STRONG PRESSURE BY THE 
BLACK AFRICANS TO THE CONTRARY, I THINK ON BALANCE 
THAT IT WOULD BE WORTH GIVING THE SOUTH AFRICANS 
THE ADDITIONAL TIME TO CONTACT THE MPLA. 

BOWDLER 
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